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CHAPTER XVIL
WAYS COTtVEKGiyO

Is tlio coast clear Xone but friends
Goldsmith

More than half the night was gone Hie
moon changing to its labt quarter was
fully two hours high

Morgans new captors were of Bufords
Division Iiicli had retired from the fight
near and was now begin ¬

ning its movement toward Kilpatricks
left In the recent combat Bufords peo ¬

ple had been sorely tried the company
auto ihoo clutches Morgan had stumbled
had suffered greatly the men being held
too long to their work een after their
cartridges were exhausted I to commtn- -

dcr was not in the be t of humor
How did you get here sir he T ked

sharply when Morgan was halted before
him

The question brought with it the appre-
hension

¬

of a possible danger not hitherto
thought of this Confederate unarmed in
the midst of moving enemies was peculiar
Yet a moments reflection assured the cap ¬

tive that in full gray uniform he had no
reason to fear being accused as a spy

I was captured sir was the simple
reply given in tones respectful and low

Cant 1 see Unit Hut how the devil
did you manage to get here in order to
be captured

Straggling and hiding out sir
Where are your arms
I had to throw them away fiir and to

abandon my horse he was taken before
I was

You were not in the fight this after-
noon

¬

Xo sir I heard cannon in two direc-
tions

¬

but I saw no fighting The declar-
ation

¬

literally taken was true
Your command

3Iorgan answered freely and fully tell¬

ing the whole inclusive organization
The officer ended the matter by giving

tho prisoner in charge of two men whom
he ordered to ride hard toward Boons
Loro that they might overtake a batch of
prisoners sent back under guard earlier
they were to deliver the prisoner and re-
turn

¬

forthwith to their company
But if we dont catch up with cm

Lieutenant1 asked one of the men
Then turn him over to the-- first officer

you find in authority You may be com-
pelled

¬

to go as far as Boonsboro
Morgan was made to mount behind one

of the men and the second trooper fol ¬

lowed his horses head at the others tail
The leader struck a trot and soon found
his road moving eastward In the road
however the trot was necessarily aban¬

doned for the mud was above the fetlocks
and the foundation was slippery

The great rains that began on the night
of the 4th had proved Lees advantage
and later would prove to be his peril The
Maryland mud coupled with uncertainty
prevented the swift pursuit which the
President in agony of suspense urged
upon his General Lincolns belief that
the rebel could not move more rapidly
than the Federals was borne out neither
by facts nor by valid theory In retreat-
ing

¬

Lee had one purpose in advancing
Meade must have many besides the re-
treat

¬

was conducted with infantry leading
cavalry marching in rear the advance
necessarily wasin reverse order so that

infantry had the advan-
tage

¬

of roads wet enough in all conscience
but not cut and churned into the loblolly
through whicli Xeiils Division was forced
to splatter behind their own nnd their
enemys cavalry So the bulk of Meades
infantry was diverted from a direct pur- -
suit of the Confederates and made a flank
march to Middletown throuirh mini nnd
slush a slow march and painful because
of greater destitution than the Union
troops often experienced Though Buford
and Kilpatrick had marched with sufll
cient rapidity to bring Stuart to action
they had not succeeded in defeating him
Stuart and the mud gained Lee the great
position of Hagerstown where the swollen
Potomac held him for a week

Say Locke said the rear guard you
lead out o this Git out there on the
right Blessed if ever I saw such a mess

How the devil you expect me to climb
that fence

They were in a closed lane on the left
a fence of stone on the right one of rails
The progress was the slowest walk

Well we might jest as well go ou
back said the rear Them fellers is
five mile ahead before now an a gainin
ground If they got any sense at all itsmoren we got on they tuck to the hard
ground you can bet your bottom dollar on
that Say Locke you halt

What for
You halt an Ill show you Look out

for that Johnny now an Im to
let down a gap

All right Sam thats talkinV
Sam rode to the rail fence and speedily

lowered it so that the horses could step
over

The march was now better yet the
hoofs sank into the toil of n plowed
field The leader guided right and left
eeeking atoidanro of the bog and soon
cried out Struck a good un Sam as
the hoofs rang upon a stony unplowcd
path stretching directly downhill before
them

The hill in front wooded obscured the
moon Lockes path as yet had diverged
but httle from the fence and it was true
policy to keep this patii until its course
thould change The horses trotted

The prisoner had not spoken neither
had his guards addressed him a word
These were three veterans curiosity as to
unknown indiiduals was not a strong
point with any of the three

The woods on the hill were now distant
but little more than n stones throw Locke
cried back Guess youll have to let down
another gap Sam

But a moment more and ho brought up
at a stone fence

Ill be busted Lets go to the left an
git in the big road again

But his horse floundered Sam tried it
Iiis horse sank above tho knees and was
made to scramble out

The weary horses stood still and for
the time neither man spoke but were de¬

bating the same question
Dodgasted if I go back said Locke

at last
Then we got to go on down this rock

fence till we git some place
Xo sir Cock your pistol Sam an Ill

manage this business
The leader dismounted and Morgan

icould hear behind him the ominous click
that had been commanded yet ho had
hope but it was gone in the
Beir instant as he saw Locke carefully
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thrust his left hand through his twisted
bridle reins

Locke was now standing at the fence
ho gave a strong push against a topmost
stone its outward fall was followed by a
loud splash He leaned against the fence
peering over The shadows of the wood
on the hill were receding toward the east
Lockes head was in the moonlight

Sam Ill swear thes a bluff here 10
feet

The rear gave no response
Locke remounted The rear guard re-

turned
¬

hispistol to its holster
The leader urged his horse to the right

finding better ground Xow and then he

CY POSTED ALL IS BUSHES HE REMAINED IN

rode to the fence and looked Men and
horses were in the moonlight It must
have been almost 2 oclock Morgan
thought little more than an hour until
daybreak

The fence at their left stretched south-
ward

¬

Morgan could not believe that this
course would be kept long his guards
would soon make other decision unless an
opening should bo seen The prisoner
weary almost hopeless found himself de-
bating

¬

what he should have done and
should yet do in Lockes place

There came a halt Locke was again
peering over the fence

What you see now asked Sam
I bejieve we might risk it

Morgan himself could see beyond the
fence the flat sandy margin of a narrow
stream

Locke dismounted bidding his comrade
guard the prisoner Xow the stones fell
rapidly and made no splashing sound In
two minutes the passage had been effected
Locke went forward afoot leading his
horse down tho stream to the right searchi-
ng- for a safe place to ford The stream
wound this way and that

Again Locke halted Guess we can
mako it he said Wont do to go on
this way all night already lost half a
mile

He mounted and headed his horse into
the water which proved of little depth

On the eastern side the party turned
left in order to regain the After a
few yards they struck into a bridle path
which Locke began at once to follow for
it seemed to stretch due eastward over the
hills and ho knew not what marsh rniriit
stop him if ho should continue to ascend
tne nat JLuey were making good speed
and soon the path joined a wider one and
Locke urged forward yet faster believing
his course correct merely believing for
zigzagging hero in the wooded hills al-
lowed

¬

no- - real knowledge of this road
On top of the hill the leader paused for

the moon was now at their left oblique
while the turned sharply to the right

Great Scottl he exclaimed
Whats the matter with you now
Goin straight Bouthwrat he sighed

And Ill bet you that eter since wo left
that blasted fence weve been n goin round
and round

The horses stood motionless with
drooped heads they had had but little rest
in the past two days Their shadows
were almost in the road at their front

Sam spoke Locke seems to me this
roads just a turnin up to some house on
uie nm aposin- - we ride on u piece an
see

For lack of better Locke started nnd
to his great joy boon prdved the bound- -
ness oi nis comrades conjecture They
rode up to the gate of n large dwelling

Hello hello hello shouted the leader
at each successive s liable ascending the
scale exerting more his lungs

Blast it Locke if thes a gang o rebs
in two mile youll bring em down on us

Hello hello hellol Loeko ronmitcl
as though Sams comment was utterly uu- -
ivormy hi serious uiougnr

Footsteps were heard and then the
noio of an opening door

Hello What chu want
Come out here
Who are you
Bufords cavalry

Ahian came forward into the moonlight
came hastily
Boys I tell jou riglit now you better

be kecrful
What about Anrthlnsr rnttim rnnnil

Lhere
Well I tell you right now youro not

as safe as you might be The was some
men passed by hero not half an hour ago
an I dont know their names

How many
Two twos all I see
Oh well I guess theyre all right

anyway two men dont count Whichwayd they go
East One of era he comes on to tbe

porch an wakes me up an he was so
quiet like about it at I knowed he was
skecred an I says to myself You must
be a long ways fom home says I an
then when he asks me questions I see
at once at he wants to know too much

Make out his clothes

ffimm
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Xo only I see at he had a jacket on
stead of a sack like yourn an then the

started fust one way an then they don t
go not moren ten rod before hero they
comes a ridin back an goes on east an
then I says to myself You two fellers is
rebs an I can see it by your pore hosses
says I

Well says Locke let cm go I
guess theyd bo willin to let us pass pro
vidm we were willin I want to know
how to get to Boonsboro

Go this way pointing toward the
back track a rnilo from here youll strike
the big road Xo way to put you out all
you got to do is just stay on top o the
range an jubt foller the plain road dont
matter how it turns Howd the fight go
up higher

Went wrong Johnnies had all the
luck Say where does this end o this
cursed road go to an how

Winds about over the range and
strikes for Harpers Perry but not all at
ouct

Harpers Ferry Our folks there or
the rebs

Ourn I hear but I hear a heap o
things that I dont count for Gospel

They turned back Locke had no desire
to see Harpers Ferry een though he
were sure to hnd it in the hands of hi- -

own people who were indeed at this time
about to seize it Gen Kenly would
march at sunrise for Mainland Hights
which commanded the town The Fed-
erals

¬

had already sent scouting parties in
that direction Who had reported the coast
clear but they failed to see and intercept

SEX THEM TOE WHILE THE OPEN ROAD

road

road

and

somo of Mosbs men who sent into
Mao land below Leesburg had been cut
off by tho swollen Potomac and had been
forced to steal their way at night by twos
and threes up the riter making for Lees
army on its rctieat On this night Usher
West and Tom Baxter had reached the
range

Hush said Tom bringing his horse
to a stand

Far in front there were sounds but go
indistinct that the two could only know
that a man was speaking Agafn the
sound was heard then there was deep
silence that continued long

How far you think asked West
A quarter I reckon
Better wait awhile hadnt we

But at once another sound was heard
that of a horses footfall

Coming whispered Baxter
Yes

They dismounted and hid in the thicket
there Baxter remained nnd West return-
ed

¬

toward the roadside Before him was
an irregular open space strewn with
great rocks and low straggling bushes
West lay behind a bush and watched the
open bounds of hoofs were clear and
sharp more than one horse coming

A minute later two horsemen came into
the moonlight They were riding abreast
in a slow walk perhaps wary possibly
wean Thev came on until thev wpre
against Ushers hiding place 30 feet
from the road

Hello hello hello
The Toice was clear vet it came from

a distance perhaps the fourth of a mile
for the night was very still The two
horsemen halted nnd turned their heads
as though to listen

Hello hello hello
Yanks said one of the horsemen
Im n tbinkin so too Georire snid

tho other
West rose to his feet At once two nis- -

tols were levelled upon him
im yours truly hoys ho said-laug- h

ing Usher West
What exclaimed two voices
Yes come on down here in the woods

Ive got Baxter with me
In the thicket reciprocal explanations

followed showing on the one pait thatSency and Lewis had been sent out by
their Colonel to examine tho lmrami Vin- -
tween Bufords left and the Potomac

Its all clear h iow hero for two
or three miles George says Easter

we ve juat come up that way
And what you fellers goin to do

now says Joe
Got to to un the river till wo ran

get across They say Lees making forWilliamsport and if thats true weve
got to go there too

heney decided to turn back He must
make as early repoft as possible besides
it seemed useless to go on he had already
found that the Federal cavalry were lean ¬

ing north rather than south
Tho shouts that the men had heard were

no more repeated The fonr men rode
westward Sency nnd West leading

Yes lust Coma over it Hirr Iimisn un
here a piece Wo stopped lhere but the
man gav us nothing Reckon wed better
be sly I think thats just about where we
heard that hello business a little while
ago

Hows all the boys asked Usher
Hows Armstrong and Morgan

Both in bad luck but might be n orseCharleys cot n Kwnnl nil-- nn Mu inni
and Morgans missing since late yester-
day

¬

afraid theyve got him
Armstrong get it bad
Dont know Doctor said he wasnt

sure any bones hnd been cracked and ifthey hadnt hed bo all right In no time
if he could Just keep his head cool in this
hot weather but then ho didnt know
They put him In a wagon and I reckon
hes at Willlamiport by this time Old
Squires with him and Sency gave a
great yawn of sleepiness

Say Sency did you know that Mor ¬

gans brother is at our house
At your house Why no how did that

happen I thought they were taking him
to Washington Another yawn

Yanks couldnt get through with tie
ambulance voir know theyd just found
out about --Stuarts march and didnt
Know wnat to do any could ia got

through but didnt know it so Morgan
was left with Father heVgot a Yankee
Surgeon staying with him

And how is lie
Better so the Doctor says but he

hadnt said n word up to the night I left
Wherf was that Ah It and Sencs

yawn was stilled in nn exclamation
Sh whispers West and halts
I hear it sas Sency
How far you think
Close by and coming between here

and that house we passed Dont you
think so Joe

Bonn1 to be
How many do you make cm

Sency sprang from his horse and put
his ear to the ground - An instant more
and he had remounted

Two he said
Suppose wc gobble em up suggested

Mosbys man professionall
Im willing I dont want the men

but my horse is in need of repairs and
Im willing to snap ight umcii

Sency took command He posted Usher
West on the south of the road Baxter
and Lewis on the right all in the bushes
while he remained sitting his horse in
the open road

CHAPTnit XVIII
BACK TOWARD LOUDOLCf

If they come off safe call their deliver-
ance

¬

a miracle Addison

The two Federals witli their prisoner
were waking good headway on the best
road they had yet founj and w ere Hearing
the end of their outgoing journey a mile
more they had been told wpuld put them
in the main road In a little while they
would turn over their charge and then
start on the return As yet there was
no sign of day

The prisoner actually asleep his head
resting against lakes neck was roused
by the abtupt jeik with which the guard
brought his horse to a stanJ

Whats up says Sam
Morgan dimly conscious at irt awak ¬

ening of sudden perpJoxit m the man ¬

ner of his guaids quick le ame alert
He peered over Lockes shoulder In
front some 50 yards awfj stood a mo¬

tionless hoiseman square in the load
Dont you see asked Locke

Sam changed position a foot or two
and as bis hone moved he thought he
heard a noise in the brush at the left
but his attention was distracted at once
from this iioise by seeing the single horse ¬

man begin to turn as though he intended
flight

Locke s first thought had liecn that the
man in front was a scnfiuel posted by
whatever Federal command had camped
at Boonsboro he had expected a chal ¬

lenge which would have been highly-welcom-

to his ears now seeing the man be¬

gin to retire suspicions assailed him -- Of
coilrse ill Ihse parts chances were great
thatthc man was of the-- right colof per¬

haps he was a FederalTscout willing to
compromise choosing to slip away rather
than run the iitk of canture bv two men
whose decree of unfriendliness could hot
bo accurately estimated at SO yardb Tin ¬

der a half moon At any rate the man
had beguil to retreat and Locke had no
objection to such movemrntOUthe part of
the unknown Locke had drawn his
pistol and he still held it ns ho again rode
on iBut the singular noriinan had made
less than a hundred feet beforc he halted
he tumcdTiis horse atidnavd the Feder ¬

als once more Z
Whocomcs there xricd the strangci1

Locke bad now hearu the wished for
challenge jct he felt a cold shiver run
from tlie center of his spine In contrary
directions and back notnt the words or
at the tones but nieielyat the low pitch
of the mails voice Fos an Infinitesimal
moment lie considered The reply to a
challenge should bo immediate but
Locke was not thoroughly prompt Xever
in his previous experience had he been
challenged in a voice so little above a
whXspec yetjie must speak and heopencd
his lips but before he hnd made a sound
there came to him a repetition nay more
three repetitions or tne challenge

Who conies there
Riglit left and rear the low voices had

sounded
Sam turned and saw d horseman block-

ing
¬

his way From both sides came the
noise of hoofs sounds hardly heard in the
greater noise of rustling leaves and
boughs

Morgan threw his arms around Locke
Better take it quietly lie said youve

treated me well enough and Ill speak a
good word for you Then he called out

Come on George for he had recognized
Sencs voice

There was no clamorous rejoicing by the
rebels neither on the other part was
there any weak display f sorrow A vet-
eran

¬

cavalryman looks to bo made a pris
oner no less than he expects to take pris
oneis the only surprising bcrsation was
the wouder common to Morgan and his
friends at the unexpected meeting The
Federals were stripped of their arras and
turned loose afoot wjtliout even the pre-
tence

¬

of exacting a verbal parole and
tho party now fivo men with one led
horse made their way toward the cavalrv
lines

Boys sns Morgan what are these
horses worth I wrant both of em

Xot worth much fsa Sency I
thought I was going tojget a good swap
but I reckon Ill hold on to mv own

now much are they worth repeated
the Sergeant

But whose arc they asked West
You and Baxter could claim em
We never would ha bothered with em

if wo had been alone I reckon thev be
long to the Confederacy Joe and George
were on regular duty

What do jou say George vou and
Joe

I think at least half the business Is
Baxters and Wests

So said Joe Lewis also
111 iMijB upitci uviuivi ruu ii vrut

is much punkins of a horse I reckon Mor¬

gan himself has a right to one of em
seeing that hes just lost his own in this
same nights scrape Maybe the other bc
loii6ij to Tom and me What do you want
him for

Want him lor Charley Art strong7
But what are you going to do with

him till Armstrong gets well
lie I be well in a couple or weeks at

least I hope so and iif lr dont save this
mount for him I cant see where hell
et one Tell on what Ill do boys nndf wont do an thing ebe Well call that

one n token of affection from all jou
fellows to Aimstrong If you 11 let me di-

vide
¬

a thousaud among you for this one
Im on

The offer was taken Morgan was rich
and obdurate the other men wero noor
and receptive

insiilo the Confederate lines Morgan
Sency and Lewis repotted to their com-
mander

¬

Baxter and west continued to-
ward

¬

Williamsport leadimr the extra
horse that had been voted Armstrongs
property They would see Charley hand
over the horse to old Squire and as soon
as they could would return to Loudoun
that they might be ready for Mosbys or-
ders

¬

it was evident that the war would
quickly roll back upon Virginia But at
Williamsport they found no speedy way
to cross Boats were crossing but for a
time not even prisoners or wounded were
to be allowed a THissncft to the south side
the need of hurryint supplies and mainly
ammunition to Litv Hungry men andemnty ordnance train demanding the runid
and therefore exclusive use of the boats
tor wagons rrom octh to north Wef
found Armstrong cheerful who laughingly

rof eased to have been more scared than
mrt In a ruell of charging groups his
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SECOND NEW HAMPSHIRE INFANTRY

Burlikgs Brigade Humphreyss Division Third Corps

GILMAN MARSTON Bnia PATTEESON Bnio Gk

Killed

Officers

163
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Bull

Oak
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Died Diease Accidents Pnisov

Officers Men

10
12

I

91
75

166
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I
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7
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5
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11

Total

14

13

97
75

172

1013

2652

Of the 1013 originally enrolled 10S were killed 106 per cent Total of killed and wounded 658

Bvttles
First RunV
Williamsburg Va

Ya
Glendalc Va
Manassas Va
Fredericksburg

VOL

Total
Enrollment

13
103

100
IOO

98
96

102

IOI
IOO

Battles iJUV
Gettysburg Pa 4S
Drewrys Bluff Va
Cold Harbor Va zz

Petersburg Va 10
Fair Oaks 1864
Scouting Va April j

Present also at Yorktown Tair Oaks 1862 White Oak Swamp Malvern Hill Chantilly Wapping
Heights Bermuda Hundred Fall Richmond

Notes Arriving at Washington June 23 i86r it encamped there a few weeks and then marched away to First- Bull Run with Bumsides Brigade of Hunters Division It passed the succeeding fall and winter in Maryland on the- lower Potomac In the spring of 1802 it took the field Jhen in GroverJsist Hookers 2d Division
Third Corps Hooker withstood the brunt of the attack at the battle of WHliamsbarg in which the Seconilost
16killed 68 wounded and 19 missing Upon its return from the Peninsula Gravers Brigade was
at Aranassas where the regiment fighting on that familiar field lost 16 killed 87 wounded and 30 missing out of
332 present in action The Second was ordered home on February 26 1863 and was absent couple of months
rejoining the Army in June while on its way to Gettysburg at which time it was assigned to the Jersey Brigade
Humphreyss 2d Division It fought in the Peach Orchard at Gettysburg and whHe just before the

of the fight on the day the roll was called Only eight men were absent from their places while
24 officers and 330 men answered to their names Of that number the regiment lost 20 killed 137 wounded
and 36 missing the 24 officers were killed and 14 wounded One wounded captain shot in the forehead
wandered into the enemys lines where he died and was buried by some brother masons In August the regiment
was to guard duty at Point Lookout Md where it remained until May 1864 when it took the field as
i part Weitzels 2d Division Eighteenth Corps

FHiST WISCONSIN INFANTRY

Starkweathers Brigade Bairds Division Fourteenth Corps

1 Col JOHN C STARKWEATHER Bnio Giaf

Va

2 Col

Killed and Dizd Wocsds Died Disease Accidents Is Pbisojt Jtc
CoarAMEs I Total

Officers Xen Total Officers Men Total

Field and -Staff - 1 1 15
Company A 13 13 17 17 142

B 17 17 118
C 1 18 19 132
D 1 - 13 14 125
E 1 17 18 10 159
F 17 17 10 10 102
G 1 18 18 148
H 1 12 22 142

1 14 15 16 16 145
K 19 19 158

Totals 151 157 1 142

157 killed 113 per cent

Total of killed and wounded 42S missing captured io3 died in Confederate prisons previously included 32

Battles KMW
Nashville Tenn March 9 1862 2
Chaplin Hills Ky 77
J etlerson I enn 2
Stones River Tenn 1

Dug Gap GaSept 1S63 1

Chickamauga 44
Rocky Face Ridge Ga 1

Resaca Ga r

9

7

ways
National

NO 11G3

IOI

IOO

Siege of

1S62

of

hotly

of
there

second

of

of

GEORGE BINGHAM

Enrollment

1386

Battles K45IW
Dallas Ga 10
Kenesaw Ga
Chattahoochie Ga
Peach Tree Creek Ga
Siege of Atlanta Ga

Jonesboro Ga
Place unknown

Present also at Hoovers Gap Tenn Joness Ford Tenn Missionary Ridge Tenn Dalton Ga

Notes Originally three months regiment which upon its return reorganized on three years enlistment
the State October 28 1861 proceeding to Kentucky where it joined Negleys Brigade It winteredIt left at

Munfordville Ky remaining there until February 14 1S62 when it marched to Nashville While encamped
near there its picket line was attacked March 8th in which affair one of the regiment was killed The regiment
made several long marches back and forth through Tennessee during the summer of 1862 and then returning
to Kentucky participated in the battle of Chaplin Hills October 1861 It was then in Starkweathers
Brigade Rousseaus Division McCooks Corps and its loss amounted to 58 killed 132 wounded and 14 missing
total 204 out of 407 engaged The regiment was present at Stones River but having been posted in the
reserve sustained but slight loss At Chickamauga it was in the Second Brigade First Division Bairds
Fourteenth Corps sustaining loss of 27 killed 84 wounded and 77 missing or captured among the killed were
five line officers It went into winter quarters at Chattanooga and inMay 1S64 joined Shermans advance on
Atlanta the division was then under command of General R W Johnson Although reduced in numbers it
participated all the battles of the First Division and was present at the fall of Atlanta It was mustered out
October 13 1864 the recruits and reenlisted men 368 in number having been transferred to the Twenty first
Wisconsin

XXIII

Brigade

engaged

opening

assigned

EDITORIAL NOTE The above pages are reproduced from Col Foxs famous book Regimental
Losses Other pages giving short histories of notable regiments will appear from week toweek I
It is hoped the appearance of these short histories will stimulate comrades to hend in material for
the preparation of more complete histories of their respective regiments than have yet appeared
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